" CURTIS "

Sir Leo Chioa&a Money, former M.P. and Government
servant, against a charge of indecency in Hyde Park, Sit
Leo had been arrested with a young friend named Irene
Savage, who was not, however, required to go into the
witness-box. The magistrate, Mr. Cancellor, said he had
heard enough, and discharged both defendants. " In cases
of this sort the police ought to take every opportunity of
getting corroborative evidence," said the magistrate. "In
my opinion, in this case, that opportunity was not grasped.
... I cannot help thinking that the police officers should
send their reports forthwith to headquarters. If that had
been done, I think this case would never have been brought,
and a great deal of pain would have been spared the
defendants."

Curtis obtained costs against the police, and it was
apparent that public agitation would only be satisfied by a
strict inquiry. Shortly afterwards the Home Secretary
called for a full report, and the question was asked in
Parliament: "... whether in view of the results of recent
prosecutions in such cases, the Home Secretary is satisfied
that sufficient care is taken to establish the trustworthiness
of the evidence before the charge is made?"

Part of the statement by Sir William Joynson-Hicks, the
Home Secretary, made people howl with laughter. "It
is not illegal for any young member of the community to
take any equally young lady to Hyde Park, to sit in the park,
and it is not illegal to salute her with a chaste embrace," he
said. Cartoons showed the chaste embrace taking place,
with Sir William as Cupid making a careful inspection with
the aid of two constables with flash-lights. But the Savage
case as such paled into insignificance beside a new sensation
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